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MARY C. WICKHAM

County Counsel February 24, 2017

VIA MESSENGER

Coalition to Preserve LA
Sponsored by AIDS Healthcare Foundation
10940 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 2000
Los Angeles, California 90024

Attention: To Whom it May Concern

Rc: Cease and llesist Regarding the Unauthorized Use of
Los Angeles County Sheriff s Department Namc on
Measure "S" Mailer

To Whom it May Concern:

TELEPI-IONC

(213) )74-746

FACSIMILC

(213) 626-7446

TDD

(213) 633-0901

The Office of the County Counsel represents the Los Angeles County
Sheriff s Department ("LASD") and the County of Los Angeles ("County") in all
legal matters. It has come to our attention that you are improperly inalcing copies
of and using the LASD name for your own personal purposes in a manner that is
misleading to the public by purporting to be aff Bated with or authorized by a
governmental entity. Enclosed is a copy of the mailer received by a constituent.
This use is improper and must stop.

The County demands that you immediately cease and desist from any
and all uses of the LASD name, County name, any images or rc~roductions
bearing or having a likeness to the LASD or County names, or ~~n ~i ~icial
County or LASD document, and that you cease and desist from making any
references to being authorized by or affiliated with a governmental entity,
including the County and LASD.

Your use of the LASD name and your actions in misleading the public are
unauthorized and unlawful under the California Business and Professions Code.
California Business and Professions Code § 17533.6 prohibits a nongovernmental
entity from using a trade or brand name, seal, emblem, or insignia in a manner
that can be construed as implying local governmental approval, unless the
nongovernmental entity has an express connection with or the approval or
endorsement of that governmental entity.
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We have no records indicating that you are authorized by the County to
use the LASD name for your own personal purposes or that you are approved by
the County or LASD to act in any capacity on behalf of any governmental entity,
including the County and LASD. If you have proof of an existing agreement
enabling your use of LASD's name, please provide such evidence immediately.

We require that you provide to our office by no later than Monday,
February 27, 2017, written confirmation that you will cease and desist from these
improper activities. Please submit to our office a written confirmation that you
will comply with the County's cease and desist request, that you will no longer
use LASD's name or any images bearing or having a likeness to aiz official
County or LASD document. Please confirm that you will cease and desist from
making any references to being authorized by or affiliated with any governmental
entity, including the County and LASD.

Please also confirm that you will correct this misrepresentation to the
public by: 1) sending a notice of correction to all recipients of this mass mailer
stating that LASD and the County did not authorize tine use of their name or the
message contained in the mailer, and 2) post a copy of this letter on the front page
of your website at http://vwvw.voteyesons.org/ with a siateinent that LASD and
the County did not authorize the use of their name or the message contained iiz the
enclosed mailer.

Should you fail to comply with this demand to cease and desist, the
County will pursue any and all available legal remedies, including seeking
injunctive relief and attorneys' fees.

We look forward to hearing from you by no later than Monday,
February 27, 2017. Should you have any questions or wish to discuss this matter
further, do not hesitate to contact the undersigned below. Nothing herein shall
serve as a waiver of any of the County's rights and remedies, each of which is
expressly reserved herein.

Very ii'tlly yOL1TS,

LLH:ain
Enclosure

MARY C. WICKHAM
County Counsel

By ~1
LAWRENCE AFETZ
Chief Denu

c: Sheriff Jim McDonnell
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