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WEST CREEK PARK AND BIKE TRAIL  
TRANSFER AGREEMENT TO 

CITY OF SANTA CLARITA 
 

 This Santa Clarita Park Property Transfer Agreement (“Agreement”) is made and 
entered into this _ ___ day of _____________2016, by and between the City of Santa 
Clarita, a municipal corporation (“City”), and the County of Los Angeles (“County”) a 
body politic and corporate, pursuant to Government Code Section 25550.5, regarding 
the conveyance of real properties.  This Agreement is made with reference to the 
following facts: 
 

A. County is the owner of a 16.88 acre, individual park property known as West 
Creek Park (the " Park"), as shown on the grant deed recorded on January 
14, 2010, attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference as 
Exhibit A (the "Grant Deed").  Said Park Property is comprised of 2.528 acres 
of parkland that the County owns in fee, in addition to 14.355 acres of 
parkland that is owned by the Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California, a public corporation (“MWD”) who granted an easement for park 
purposes to Newhall Land and Farming on June 12, 2007, who subsequently 
assigned their park easement right to the County through an assignment 
agreement (“Assignment”). Said Assignment to the County was recorded on 
January 14, 2010 attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference 
as Exhibit A-1. The real property being conveyed shall be referred to 
collectively herein as the “Park Property.” 
 

B. County is the owner of an easement granted to the County by Newhall Land 
and Farming that is used by the general public as a Class 1 Bike Trail (“Bike 
Trail”). Said Bike Trail was recorded on March 31, 2011 attached hereto and 
incorporated herein by this reference as Exhibit B. The Bike Trail currently 
runs over property owned by Newhall Land and Farming (“Newhall”)  

 
C. City agrees to accept the Park Property and Bike Trail for the purpose of     

incorporating them into the City’s park and trail system. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the promises, conditions, and mutual  
covenants set forth herein, the parties hereto do agree as follows: 
 

1. Transfer of Park Property.   
 
A. Fee-owned portion of the Park. County agrees to effectuate the transfer of 

the County-owned portion of the Park Property by executing the Quitclaim Deed, 
attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference, as Exhibit C.  City hereby 
warrants to County that said Quitclaim Deed is sufficient to release County’s interest in 
the County’s fee-owned portion of the Park and City agrees to accept County’s 
Quitclaim Deed for the County’s fee-owned portion of the Park.  
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B. MWD-owned portion of the Park. County agrees to quitclaim its existing 
easement for park purposes over the MWD-owned portion of the Park by executing the 
Quitclaim Deed, attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference, as Exhibit 
D, subject to the acceptance of the quitclaim deed by MWD. City agrees to enter into an 
agreement with MWD that would allow the City to accept an easement for park 
purposes over the MWD-owned portion of the Park similar to the attached Exhibit E, 
incorporated herein by this reference, to be granted to the City by MWD. 

 
2. Transfer of Bike Trail Easement. County agrees to effectuate the 

transfer of the Bike Trail by executing the Quitclaim Easement Deed attached hereto 
and incorporated herein by this reference as Exhibit F, thereby quitclaiming the 
County’s existing bike trail easement with said quitclaim easement deed to be accepted 
by Newhall. The City agrees to enter into an agreement with Newhall that will allow the 
City to accept a Class 1 bike trail easement similar to the attached Exhibit G, 
incorporated herein by this reference, to be granted to the City by Newhall.  
 
 3.  Use.   The City agrees at its cost to develop, operate and maintain the Park 
Property and Bike Trail solely for public park, trail, and recreational purposes. 
 

4.  Consideration.  Both City and County mutually agree that the consideration 
provided for the conveyance of the Park Property shall be the City’s agreement to 
develop, operate, and maintain the Park Property and Bike Trail for open space, public 
park, and recreational purposes for the benefit of the residents of incorporated and 
unincorporated Los Angeles County.    

  
5.  Condition of Title to Park Property.   Except as otherwise expressly 

provided in this Agreement, the City is acquiring the Park Property “AS IS” and “WITH 
ALL FAULTS” in their present state and conditions as of the Closing.  Except for the 
express representations and warranties set forth herein, each party agrees that the 
other has not made, does not make and specifically negates and disclaims any 
representations or warranties of any kind or character whatsoever, whether express or 
implied, oral or written, past, present or future, of, as to, concerning or with respect to 
the property being conveyed by it hereunder (including, without limitation, any warranty 
of merchantability, habitability, or fitness for a particular purpose). 

 
 

 6.  Warranties of County.  County warrants that: 
 
A. County has no actual present knowledge of any pending litigation involving 

the Park Property. 
      

B. County has no actual present knowledge of any violation of, or notices 
concerning defects or noncompliance with, any applicable building code or other code, 
statute, regulation, ordinance, judicial order, or judicial holding pertaining to the Park 
Property. 
 
 7.  Closing Date and Recordation.    The closing date (“Closing Date”) shall 
occur in conjunction with the City completing its official annexation of the Park Property 
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into the City's borders (the "West Creek/West Hills Annexation"), anticipated to occur on 
_________, 2016.  
 
 The parties agree that the County will arrange for recording of the documents 
necessary to complete the conveyance contemplated hereby.  The City agrees to timely 
provide the County its certificate(s) or resolution(s) of acceptance, pursuant to 
Government Code Section 27281, prior to the recording of the documents in a form 
substantially similar to that shown in Exhibit H, attached hereto and incorporated herein 
by this reference. 
 

8.  Indemnification. The City waives any and all claims, and agrees to 
indemnify, defend, save, and hold harmless County and its Special Districts, elected 
and appointed officers, employees, and agents (collectively, “County Indemnified 
Parties”), from and against any and all liability, expense (including without limitation 
defense costs and legal fees), and claims for damages of any nature whatsoever, 
related to site conditions of the Park Property that accrue, or incidents that occur, after 
the Closing Date.   

9.  Default Regarding Use of County Lobbyists.  State and each County 
Lobbyist or County Lobbing firm, as defined in Los Angeles County Code Section 
2.160.010, retained by State shall fully comply with the County Lobbyist Ordinance,    
Los Angeles County Code 2.160.  Failure on the part of State or any County Lobbyist or 
County Lobbying firm retained by State to fully comply with the County Lobbyist 
Ordinance shall constitute a material breach of this Agreement upon which County may 
immediately terminate or suspend this Agreement. 
 
 10.  Notices.  Any written notices required by this Agreement shall be made by 
personal delivery, registered or certified mail, postage prepaid, to the address indicated 
below: 
         City:  Darren Hernandez 

Deputy City Manager 
City of Santa Clarita 
23920 Valencia Boulevard, Suite 230 
Santa Clarita, CA 91355 

 
with a copy to:  City Clerk 

City of Santa Clarita 
23920 Valencia Boulevard 
Santa Clarita, CA 91355 

 
 
         County:  Chief Executive Office 
    500 W. Temple Street, Room 754 
    Los Angeles, CA 90012 
    ATTENTION: Christopher M. Montana 
       Director of Real Estate Division  
 
 with a copy to: Department of Parks and Recreation 
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    Attention:  Kathline King, Planning Division 
    510 South Vermont Avenue 
    Los Angeles, CA 90020 
 
           11.  Counterpart.  This Agreement may be executed in multiple counterparts, 
each of which shall be deemed an original, but of which, together, shall constitute one 
and the same instrument. 
 
           12.    Authorization, Approvals, Binding Nature. This Agreement has no 
force and effect and is not binding on the City until and unless it is authorized by the 
City Council, and is not binding on the County until and unless authorized by the Board 
of Supervisors at a duly noticed public meeting.  
 
 13. Time is of the Essence.  Time is of the essence for each and every term, 
condition, covenant, obligation and provision of this Agreement.  

 
 14. Severability. In the event any portion of this Agreement shall be declared 
by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, illegal, or unenforceable, such 
portion shall be severed from the Agreement, and the remaining parts hereof shall 
remain in full force and effect as fully as though such invalid, illegal, or unenforceable 
portion had never been part of the Agreement, provided the remaining Agreement can 
be reasonably and equitably enforced.  

 15. Binding on Successors. Subject to the limitations set forth herein, the 
Agreement shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of the successors and assigns 
of the respective parties hereto.  

 16. California Law.  This Agreement shall be construed in accordance with 
the internal laws of the State of California.  

 17. Waivers.  No waiver by either party of any provision hereof shall be  
deemed a waiver of any other provision hereof or of any subsequent breach by either 
party of the same or any other provision.  

 18. Captions.  The captions and the section and subsection numbers  
appearing in this Agreement are inserted only as a matter of convenience and in no way 
define, limit, construe or describe the scope or intent of such sections of this Agreement 
nor in any way affect this Agreement.  

 19. No Presumption Re: Drafter.  The parties acknowledge and agree that 
the terms and provisions of this Agreement have been negotiated and discussed 
between the parties and their attorneys, and this Agreement reflects their mutual 
agreement regarding the same. Because of the nature of such negotiations and 
discussions, it would be inappropriate to deem any party to be the drafter of this 
Agreement, and therefore, no presumption for or against validity or as to any 
interpretation hereof, based upon the identity of the drafter, shall be applicable in 
interpreting or enforcing this Agreement.  
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 20. Assistance of Counsel. Each party hereto either had the assistance of 
counsel or had counsel available to it, in the negotiation for, and the execution of, this 
Agreement, and all related documents.  

 21. Required Actions of the Parties. County and City agree to execute all 
such instruments and documents and to take all action as may be required in order to 
consummate the purchase and sale herein contemplated.  

 
 22. Survival of Covenants. The covenants, agreements, representations and 
warranties made herein are intended to survive the consummation of the transfer of the 
Park Property and recordation of the Quitclaim Deeds.  

 23. Interpretation.  Unless the context of this Agreement clearly requires  
otherwise: (i) the plural and singular numbers shall be deemed to include the other; (ii) 
the masculine, feminine and neuter genders shall be deemed to include the others; (iii) 
"or" is not exclusive; and (iv) "includes" and "including" are not limiting.  

 
24. Final Agreement.  This Agreement and the exhibits attached hereto, 

contains the entire agreement of the parties with respect to the transaction 
contemplated hereby and supersedes any prior agreement, oral or written, between City 
and County, about the subject matter hereof.  No contemporaneous or subsequent 
agreement, amendment, representation or promise made by either party hereto, or by 
or to any employee, officer, agent, or representative of either party, shall be of any 
effect unless it is in writing and executed by the parties hereto. 
 

(SIGNATURE PAGE FOLLOWS) 
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 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be 
executed and attested by their duly authorized officials, as of the day and year first 
above written. 
      CITY OF SANTA CLARITA 
      A municipal corporation 
 
       

BY: ________________________________ 
              Kenneth W. Striplin 
              City Manager 

 
 ATTEST: 
 
 BY:_________________________________ 
  Kevin Tonoian 
  City Clerk 
 
 APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
 BY: _________________________________ 
  Joseph M. Montes 
  City Attorney 

 
 COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
 

      By _____________________________ 

ATTEST:      Chair, Board of Supervisors 
Lori Glasgow 
Executive Officer- Clerk of     
The Board of Supervisors    
 
By:                                              
   Deputy          
   
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:    
        
MARY C. WICKHAM 
County Counsel                                                                
          
By:      
 Deputy 
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EXHIBIT C  
WEST CREEK PARK QUITCLAIM DEED– COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES TO CITY OF 

SANTA CLARITA 
      * 
RECORDING REQUESTED BY   * 
County of Los Angeles   * 
AND MAIL TO     * 
City of Santa Clarita    * 
23920 Valencia Boulevard   * 
Santa Clarita, CA 91355   * 
Attention: Ken Pulskamp   * 
      * 
                                                                     Space above this line for Recorder's use _______________    
 
 
THIS DOCUMENT IS EXEMPT FROM RECORDING FEES PURSUANT TO SECTION 27383 OF THE GOVERNMENT CODE 
 
THIS DOCUMENT IS EXEMPT FROM DOCUMENTARY TRANSFER TAX PURSUANT TO SECTION 11922 OF THE REVENUE 
AND TAXATION CODE 
 
TAX PARCELS: 2810-105-900, 2810-110-901 
 

QUITCLAIM DEED 
 
 The COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, a body corporate and politic ("County"), 
on a gratis basis, and in exchange for Grantee’s agreement to comply with the 
provisions outlined in section b, c, d and e below, does hereby surrender, quitclaim and 
release to: 
 

CITY OF SANTA CLARITA, a municipal corporation (“Grantee”), 
 
all of the County’s right, title and interest in and to the described real property, 
(“Property”) reserving and excepting to the County all oil, gas, hydrocarbons, and other 
minerals in and under the Property without the right to the use of the surface or 
subsurface to a depth of 500 feet, measured vertically from the surface of the Property. 
 
The Property is located in the City of Santa Clarita, County of Los Angeles, State of 
California, and is further described in Exhibit A, which is incorporated herein by 
reference as though set forth in full.  The location of the Property is identified in the map 
attached hereto as Exhibit B, which is incorporated by reference as though set forth in 
full. 
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SUBJECT TO AND GRANTEE TO ASSUME: 
 
a. All taxes, interest, penalties and assessments of record, if any. 
 
b. Covenants, conditions, restrictions, reservations, easements, rights, and rights-

of-way of record, if any. 
 

c. the condition that the Property is to be used for open space, public recreation 
and park purposes only; 

 
d. the condition that the Property shall be equally open and available to residents of 

incorporated and unincorporated territory, and there shall be no discrimination 
against or preference, gratuity, bonus or other benefits given to residents of 
incorporated area not equally accorded residents of unincorporated territory; 

 
e. the condition that in the event that County of Los Angeles determines that the 

owner in possession is not complying with these restrictions, then all right, title, 
and interest in and to the Property shall revert back to the County of Los Angeles 
upon providing a thirty (30) day notice to owner in possession of its failure to 
comply with these restrictions and without any necessity of any other affirmative 
action on the part of the County of Los Angeles. 

 
 
  
Dated ______________________  COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES  
 
 
COLA LOG NO.                     By_________________________________ 
        Hilda L. Solis 
        Chairman, Board of Supervisors 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA  ) 
                              ) ss. 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES  ) 
 

 On January 6, 1987, the Board of Supervisors for the County of Los Angeles and ex 

officio the governing body of all other special assessment and taxing districts, agencies and 

authorities for which said Board so acts adopted a resolution pursuant to Section 25103 of the 

Government Code, which authorized the use of facsimile signatures of the Chairperson of the 

Board on all papers, documents, or instruments requiring said signature. 

 The undersigned hereby certifies that on this                  day of                  , 2016, the 

facsimile signature of                                                       , Chair, Board of Supervisors, Los 

Angeles County was affixed hereto as the official execution of this document.  The undersigned 

further certifies that on this date, a copy of the document was delivered to the Chairperson of 

the Board of Supervisors of the County of Los Angeles. 

 In witness whereof, I have also hereunto set my hand and affixed my official seal the day 

and year above written. 

 
        LORI GLASGOW, Executive Officer-Clerk of the 
        Board of Supervisors, County of Los Angeles 
 
        By                                                                                 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
MARY C. WICKHAM 
County Counsel 
 
 
By: 

Deputy  
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EXHIBIT A TO QUITCLAIM DEED 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

 
 
 
That certain real property situated in the State of California, County of Los Angeles, and 
described as follows: 
 
Lots 367 and 391 of Tract No. 52455-01, in the County of Los Angeles, State of 
California, as per map recorded in Book 1323, Pages 43 to 73 inclusive of Map, in the 
Office of the County Recorder of said County. 
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EXHIBIT D 
 
 
RECORDING REQUESTED BY AND 
WHEN RECORDED MAIL TO: 
 
County of Los Angeles 
Real Estate Division 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
222 South Hill Street, 3rd Floor 
Attn: Christopher M. Montana, 
        Director of Real Estate Division        
      
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SPACE ABOVE THIS LINE FOR RECORDER’S USE 
 
 
THIS DOCUMENT IS EXEMPT FROM RECORDING FEES PURSUANT TO SECTION 27383 OF THE GOVERNMENT CODE 
 
THIS DOCUMENT IS EXEMPT FROM DOCUMENTARY TRANSFER TAX PURSUANT TO SECTION 11922 OF THE REVENUE 
AND TAXATION CODE 
 
ASSESSOR PARCEL NUMBER:  2810-001-275  
 

PARK EASEMENT QUITCLAIM 
DEED 

 
FOR GOOD AND VALUABLE CONSIDERATION, receipt of which is hereby 
acknowledged, the COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, a body corporate and politic 
(“Grantor”) does hereby surrender, remise, release, and forever quitclaim to the 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, a public corporation, all of its right, 
title, interest, and claim in and under that certain Permanent Easement Deed for 
purposes of a park. Said Permanent Easement Deed was originally granted to Newhall 
Land and Farming Company, a California Limited Partnership on June 12, 2007 and 
recorded on June 15, 2007, as Instrument Number  20071449775 in the Official 
Records of the County Recorder of Los Angeles County more particularly described in 
Exhibit "A" attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference. Said rights of that 
Permanent Easement Deed were subsequently assigned to the County of Los Angeles 
through an Assignment Agreement dated January 11, 2010 and recorded January 14, 
2010 as Instrument No. 0059020 in the Official Records of the County Recorder of Los 
Angeles County more particularly described in Exhibit "B" attached hereto and 
incorporated herein by this reference. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Grantor has executed this deed as of the date 
written below. 

Dated: __________, 2016    Grantor: 
 
                                                                 COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
 
 
  
 By: _______________________ 
                                                                         SACHI A. HAMAI 

                   CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM 
 
MARY C. WICKHAM 
County Counsel 
 
                
By__________________________          
                    Deputy  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
EXHIBIT A – PERMANENT EASEMENT DEED GRANT TO NEWHALL 
 
EXHIBIT B – ASSIGNMENT AGREEMENT TO COUNTY OF LA 
 
 



EXHIBIT F 
 
 
RECORDING REQUESTED BY AND 
WHEN RECORDED MAIL TO: 
 
County of Los Angeles 
Real Estate Division 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
222 South Hill Street, 3rd Floor 
Attn: Christopher M. Montana, 
        Director of Real Estate Division        
      
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SPACE ABOVE THIS LINE FOR RECORDER’S USE 
 
 
THIS DOCUMENT IS EXEMPT FROM RECORDING FEES PURSUANT TO SECTION 27383 OF THE GOVERNMENT CODE 
 
THIS DOCUMENT IS EXEMPT FROM DOCUMENTARY TRANSFER TAX PURSUANT TO SECTION 11922 OF THE REVENUE 
AND TAXATION CODE 
 
ASSESSOR PARCEL NUMBERS:   
2810-002-088, 2802-109 AND 015,  
2810-110-012, 2810-111-004  
 

BIKE TRAIL EASEMENT 
QUITCLAIM DEED 

 
FOR GOOD AND VALUABLE CONSIDERATION, receipt of which is hereby 
acknowledged, the COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, a body corporate and politic 
(“Grantor”) does hereby surrender, remise, release, and forever quitclaim to NEWHALL 
LAND AND FARMING, a California Limited partnership all of its right, title, interest, and 
claim in and under that certain Grant of Easement for a paved trail and associated 
improvement for public recreational uses. Said Grant of Easement was originally 
granted to the County of Los Angeles on June 3, 2011 and recorded on June 31, 2011, 
as Instrument Number  20110481496 in the Official Records of the County Recorder of 
Los Angeles County more particularly described in Exhibit "A" attached hereto and 
incorporated herein by this reference.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signature Page Follows Immediately 
 
 
 



 
 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Grantor has executed this deed as of the date 
written below. 

Dated: __________, 2016    Grantor: 
 
                                                                 COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
 
 
  
 By: _______________________ 
                                                                         SACHI A. HAMAI 

                   CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM 
 
MARY C. WICKHAM 
County Counsel 
 
                
By__________________________          
                    Deputy  
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EXHIBIT H  
 

CITY OF SANTA CLARITA CERTIFICATE OF ACCEPTANCE 
 
 
 
This is to certify that the attached interest in real property conveyed by the Quitclaim 
Deeds dated _______________2016,  by the COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, a body 
corporate and politic, to the CITY OF SANTA CLARITA, a municipal corporation and/or 
government agency, is hereby accepted by the undersigned officer or agent on behalf of 
the City Council of the City of Santa Clarita pursuant to authority conferred by 
Resolution No. 88-119, of the City Council of the City of Santa Clarita adopted on 
August 25, 1988, and the grantee consents to the recordation thereof by its duly 
authorized officer. 
 
 
Dated:________________________________ 
 
By: __________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Approved as to Form: 
 
 
By: ___________________________  Dated:_________________________ 
 City Attorney 
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